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GOLDEN RULES

TOOLS TO USE

PRODUCTS FEATURES

Dekavie decking boards are made from 100% recycled HDPE (High-Density Polyethylene). It is therefore normal for the 
board to slightly expand in length when exposed to heat and contract when exposed to cold. Keep in mind that plastic 
is not as structural as wood, so it cannot be used as a support post.

•	 The installation temperature should be between 10° and 20°C.

•	 Wood joists must be installed at 12’’ or a maximum of 10’’ spacing (see page 3).

•	 Never install two boards end-to-end.

•	 Never install perpendicular board inserts or a picture frame on the deck (see page 4).

•	 Do not install the product over existing boards or plywood - Install directly on a structural frame.

•	 Do not screw Dekavie boards directly into concrete; consult a specialist. 

•	 Allow boards to overhang structure by 1,5’’

•	     Always pre-drill holes where railings or columns will be installed (see page 8). 

•	 Upon receiving your order, lay out the boards to ensure they meet specifications. 

•	 Store boards on a flat and clean surface. 

•	 Silicone does not adhere to plastic and will eventually come off. 

BOARDS MAINTENANCE

•	 Use a mild biodegradable soap and a NON-ABRASIVE brush.  
•	 Always test your cleaning products on a small, inconspicuous are first. 
•	 Do not use steel brushes, abrasive products, or strong solvents.  

PRESSURE MACHINE

•	 Set your pressure washer between 1200 and 1500 PSI.
•	 Always use a fan-tip nozzle, never a rotary or pinpoint nozzle.
•	 Keep the nozzle 12’’ to 18’’ away from the deck surface at all times.   

Tip : The boards are even easier to clean on sunny, warm days.

IMPORTANT : Follow local applicable building 
codes. Failure to follow installation guidelines 
could void the warranty.
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Safety glasses Pencil Power drill 3/8’’ drill bit Tape measure Level Chalk reel Table saw Circular saw Miter saw Palm router

WARNING : This product is designed as decking 
surface.

Board lever
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If you plan to install posts on 
your deck, it is essential to 
reinforce the anchoring points.

THE FRAMING IS THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR DECK.
MAKE SURE TO MEET LOAD-BEARING REQUIREMENTS AND INSTALL PROPER BLOCKING.

Follow building codes (framing and drainage slope according to the deck lenghts: www.rbq.qc.ca and municipal regulations. 
Use joists that are at least 2’’x8’’ for the structure.

Preparation

The framing can be made of wood. If so, install a waterproof membrane wherever the wood will be in contact with the 
plastic. This 4’’ wide membrane is available from Dekavie.

Example of a 16’ x 16’ final size deck, with a 1.5’’ exceed, and beams covered with 3/4’’ thick fascia on 4 sides: 
boards 192’’ x 192’’ / fascia 3/4’’ / structure 187.5’’ x 187.5’’.
 
If deck is against the house, exceeding is necessary on 3 sides only: boards 192’’ x 192’’ /  fascia 3/ 4’’ / structure 187.5’’ x 
189.75’’

The boards must extend at least 1.5’’ beyond the structure and its finish. Plan for this overhang before building the frame. 
To determine the cuts for the first and last board: divide the total deck width by the width of the boards. 
For example, for a finished deck measuring 16’x16’, the structure will need to be slightly smaller.
CAUTION: The width of the boards may sometimes be slightly less than a full 6’’ .

Joists Distance
Joists at each 12’’ for the deck boards of less than 20 feet
Joists at each 10’’ for the deck boards of more than 20 feet

Don’t forget the 
joist blocking
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Preparation

•	 Spread the boards on your structure at least an hour before starting the installation. This will even 
the temperature of the boards and will help you verify their conformity.				                                                                                                       
Make sure to install your boards on the same side as they were on the pallet. 

•	 It is possible and normal for some boards to be slightly bowed. They will return to shape once installed. It is 
recommended to use a board lever when working with long boards.

•	 To avoid having a full board at one end and a narrow one at the other, calculate the excess needed for cutting 
the first and last boards. Also, allow for a 1.5’’ overhang beyond the structure.

•	 Do not assume that the ends of the boards are perfectly square. Do not try to align them—the cut should be 
made after installation.

						

For straight boards, check 
regularly with a laser level, 
as 100% recycled plastic is 
flexible. 
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BOARDS INSTALLATION 
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End-To-End - Forbiden

Border Board - ForbidenPerpendicular Board - Forbiden
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2. Screw the first board 
from the top using stainless 
steel screws. 
Pre-drill a 3/8’’ deep hole 
with a 3/8’’ drill bit to install 
the screw caps. 
We recommend using our 
drill bit with a depth stop 
collar to ensure the correct 
depth.

Instructions 

1. Cut off the male side 
of the first board (or 
more, depending on your 
calculations from point 
2 in the section Board 
Installation > Preparation).

WARNING: 
Screw the first and last deck 
boards every 8 inches.

3/8’’

Dia. 3/8’’

For boards installed 
perpendicular to a wall, 
use our J-trim for a clean, 
uniform finish. You may 
add a bead of silicone 
between the trim and the 
wall if desired. 
Do not apply silicone 
directly between the 
boards and the wall 
without a trim. 
WARNING: It is important 
to leave a 3/8’’ gap 
between the board and 
the bottom of the trim.

If you are installing alone, screw from right to left or vice versa — never from the ends toward the center. 
If two people or more are installing, start from the center and work toward the ends.

Maximum depth 3/8’’ 

Tip: When driving your 
screws, angle them slightly 
toward the deck for a 
better hold.

3/8’’ Gap 
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3. At each joist, screw at a 
45° angle into the female 
side, then insert the male 
side of the next board.

Gently tap the board to 
ensure it is fully inserted, 
and check that the boards 
are straight.

Re-screw and repeat until 
the last board, leaving a 1.5’’ 
overhang past the fascia.

WARNING: Let the boards 
rest for at least 2 hours 
before starting the next 
step! 

4. Once all boards are 
installed, snap a chalk line 
for a clean cut, leaving the 
boards 1.5’’ past the finished 
edge. 

5. If desired, round off the 
deck edges with a router, or 
use a file to smooth the cut.

If you’re having trouble driving the 
screws directly, you can pre-drill 

first.

If you’re having difficulty, 
use a board lever.
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•	 Leave a 1/2’’ gap between the board and the bottom of the J-trim as at 
corners and joints.

•	 Screw the boards every 12’’ on center, and plan the side framing 
accordingly.

•	 Finish the installation by covering the screws with caps.
•	 For board installation details, refer to pages 5 et 6. 

SKIRT FINISH TYPES 

General informations : 

#5 Finish with Lattice and Framing 

Refer to the lattice installation guide. 
You can use 8’’ or 4’’ fascia, cut in half. You may also use deck 
boards by cutting off the male and female sides.

#6 Finish with Lattice and Fascia/Board Framing

#7 Finish with Door#4 Horizontal Board Finish 

Add a joint if needed when the boards are not full length. 
A corner trim is required when boards are installed 
horizontally.

Corner Boards

#1 Simple Finish

Corner Joint

Fascia

#3 Vertical Board Finish

For vertically installed boards over 36’’, a J-trim is required at 
the top to conceal board expansion and contraction.For corners, 
simply install the boards in an L shape or cut them at 45° and join 
them together.

Boards 
installed vertically

J-Trim 

#2 Board Finish With Fascia

Tip: You can use the J-trim for board 
installation behind the beam.

Boards 
installed vertically or horizontally*.
*Add a corner trim if installed horIzontally.

Fascia

Lattice

Lattice

Do not make 
angled joints.

Boards installed vertically

The deck is not waterproof.
Make sure there is proper air circulation to extend 

the lifespan of the strucure. 

Prefabricated Corner Prefabricated Joint

24’’
to 

36’’

+/-
48’’

Top of 
deck

Beams

Fascia

Board
Vertically

Side
Structure

For deck +/- 48’’ high, combine 
finishes #1 and #5 

J-trim required 
for decks over 
36’’ high.
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You can make steps with Dekavie boards or steps. For steps, follow instruactions below.   

Screw the steps boards to 
wood or metal stringers 
from below or above, then 
finish with screw caps (see 
Step 2 in the section Board 
Installation > Instructions).
WARNING: Stringers must 
be spaced 18’’ to 20’’ on 
center.

STEPS INSTALLATION

18’’ to 20’’
c/c

ANGLED STAIRS*
Cut off both the male and 
female sides of a board. 
Bevel-cut the board 
according to the angle of 
your steps.

Install the board, leaving 
a 1/4’’ gap at the joints 
between boards.

*Angled steps must be made 
using deck boards only.

View installation 

video (French only)

Pre-drill hole

Anchors (screw) or 
post

Minimum space of 1/4’’ all around 

Apply a waterproof membrane 
on any wood that comes into 

contact with the plastic.

Before installing railings, 
it’s important to pre-drill, 
edge-to-edge, the boards 
with holes larger than 
the anchors (screws) to 
leave 1/4’’ all around. Then 
securely fasten the anchors 
into the wood structure; 
add an extra piece of wood 
if needed.

RAILINGS 
INSTALLATION

Leave a 1/4’’ gap at the angle joint.

Female Male

Dekavie™ is a division of Avenord 
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